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J. Horace McFarland Named “Father of the American Rose Society”  
 
Shreveport, Louisiana — One hundred years after J. Horace McFarland became affiliated 
with the American Rose Society, the organization’s Board of Directors unanimously voted to 
bestow the title of ‘Father of the American Rose Society’ at a recent convention in Gettysburg, 
PA.  
 
The 125-year-old non-profit American Rose Society was founded in 1892. Though McFarland 
was not instrumental in founding the Society, he is being recognized for moving the 
organization from a commercial rose grower’s group to one that welcomed – and served – 
ordinary home gardeners, amateurs and lovers of roses. McFarland was, and is, the most 
significant contributor to the organization, and indeed, was the founder of the American Rose 
Society “as we know it”. To this day, he remains the most remarkable and most loved rosarian 
the American Rose Society has known. 
 
In 1915, he became intimately engaged in the work of the Society, in leadership and in its 
publications. Himself a writer, printer, and owner of the J. Horace McFarland Company, a 
publishing company, he created the American Rose Annual, a hardbound compilation of 
horticulture articles on rose care and news for rosarians. The results of the first issue were so 
gratifying, McFarland was given an honorary life membership in the society. He continued to 
edit and publish the Annuals for 27 years, from 1916 through 1943. Membership in the Society 
began to grow at a remarkable pace.  
 
McFarland was named Honorary Vice-President for ARS, and served on the Executive 
Committee from 1918 to 1927. In 1928-1929, he served as Vice-President of the Society; in 
1930-1932, he served as President; and was designated President Emeritus which title he held 
until his death in 1948. He was among the first three rosarians to be awarded the American 
Rose Society Gold Medal in 1933. 
 
He authored many other books and publications, including Memoirs of a Rose Man: Tales from 
Breeze Hill in 1949, the story of his own highly-acclaimed home garden at Harrisburg, PA. It 
was a nationally-known showplace for roses, an early rose “test” site for the ARS.  
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But McFarland was first a civic leader, and actively engaged in civic betterment organizations 
that worked to improve city life, water purification, park development, street paving, removal of 
billboards, planting of shade trees and other parks projects. As President of the American Civic 
Association beginning in 1904, a position he held for 20 years, his first effort was to save 
Niagara Falls from commercial encroachment and pollution of the falls’ waters. He wrote for 
Ladies Home Journal and visited more than 400 cities arousing communities to beautification 
programs in his “crusade against ugliness” in America. In 1908, he spoke before the first White 
House Governor’s Conference on conservation of the nation’s resources, and spoke to 
“preservation and beauty.” He said, “We have for a century stood actually, if not ostensibly, for 
an uglier America; let us here and now resolve, for every patriotic and economic reason, to 
stand openly and solidly for a more beautiful, and therefore a more prosperous America.” In 
1910, he began a campaign for the establishment of a national bureau to manage the nation’s 
parks. He worked with US Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, Calvin Coolidge and Woodrow 
Wilson and Congress, until finally, in 1916, the National Parks Service was established.  
 
The American Rose Society, in approving the “Father of the ARS” proposal, cited, “For all 
those contributions to the nation, we are gratified that Roses were his primary focus; he never 
stopped his work for the American Rose Society, traveling on ARS business and lecturing on 
Roses and the Society into his eighties.”  
 
For his obituary in the 1949 American Rose Annual, Former ARS President Dr. R. C. Allen 
wrote, “No man gave more to the American Rose Society in time, effort and inspiration. Rare 
are the international Rose figures that can compare in world importance to this great American 
horticultural personality. His preeminence fully justified the affectionate title, ‘Dean of American 
Rosarians.’”  
 
In bringing the proposal before the ARS Board of Directors, former President Marilyn Wellan 
said, “It is fitting that this proposal is presented here and now. We are celebrating the 125th 
Anniversary of the Society, and the 101st edition of the American Rose Annual, and we are 
meeting just miles from Harrisburg, PA, where the organization was headquartered until Dec. 
1953, and where McFarland made his home. And now, we are doing our part in honoring this 
“Renaissance Man of Roses”, by recognizing and memorializing his monumental works for the 
American Rose Society and indeed, for the nation.  
 
“Bestowing the worthy honor and title, “FATHER of the AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY,” on J. 
Horace McFarland, the esteemed, beloved and historic ARS leader, will bring new and 
deserved awareness of the heroic work of this truly great man.”  
 
“J. Horace McFarland's work in support of his beloved rose and the American Rose Society is 
the foundation of our mission to promote the culture, preservation, and appreciation of the rose 
through education and research. His vision is the reason the ARS is still thriving and looking 
towards its next 125 years.” Laura Seabaugh, American Rose Society Executive Director.  
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