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AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY ROSE HORTICULTURAL & RESEARCH LIBRARY 
LIBRARY POLICY

Section A. Mission

The mission of the AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY ROSE HORTICULTURAL & RESEARCH LIBRARY is to build a collection of all known books on rose related subjects in all languages, to preserve and maintain them, and to make the collection available to ARS members and researchers. 

Section B. Background 

The American Rose Society is the world’s leading horticultural/botanical society in the area of Roses. We have accumulated valuable books through the years, as well as a large collection of widely available rose books and horticulture books and periodicals. 

We recognize the value of an important rose book collection in aiding and advancing the work of the Society; and we further recognize the prestige the Society will enjoy as a result of acquiring and preserving a fine collection of rose books. We recognize the need to develop a responsible program for the maintenance and preservation of the collection, and to seek to increase the number of volumes within the collection. 

The Klima Education and Visitor Center makes it possible to display a collection of fine books and to care for them properly. It is envisioned that rose book collectors will view the American Rose Society Horticultural & Research Library as an ideal repository for their own collections; and by their donations of books, others may use and enjoy them, and benefit by having the ability to find rose horticultural records and historical and current publications in one place. 

Section C. The Libraries

The AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY HORTICULTURE & RESEARCH LIBRARY 

will consist of two entities: 

The Phillip and Jeannette Schorr Rose Research Library is located in the Klima Education and Visitor Center on the grounds of the Gardens of the American Rose Center at Shreveport, LA. The Library will be locked at all times when not in use. Access will be by appointment only. The room is approximately 15 by 25 feet and has a conference table and chairs, is climate-controlled and UV protected. A safe-closet is provided for the storage of valuable items. 

The Dorothy Walter Horticultural Library. This Library is located in the Herold-Thigpen Administration Building, also on the grounds of the Gardens of the American Rose Center at Shreveport, LA. This Library, and the large collection of books, periodicals and programs within, will remain open at all times during the hours and days of operation of the ARS Administrative offices.

Section D. Library Board

The ARS has established a Library Board to establish and maintain Library Policies; to recommend acquisitions; and to provide security and maintenance of the collection. 

Section E. Library Fund

The ARS has established a Library Fund to receive donations and revenue from lending fees and sales, and for purchases and other disbursements as required. 

Section F. Collections Policy 

1) If there are more than two copies of any common book, ARS may sell the lesser conditioned books. The sale can be through E-bay, to members, or by other means. All monies will be placed into a Library Fund to purchase other books that we do not have. 

2) If there are extra copies of a book (same edition), ARS may trade the extra copies for books of equal value which are not currently in the library. 

3) The exception will be for rare books which will be kept, and efforts will be made to build up collections of different editions. In many books, succeeding editions contain updated contents, such as newer roses and advances in culture and techniques, etc. 

4) The ARS will actively seek the donation of important rose books to the Library. The ARS will also actively encourage the donation of estate collections of rose books. The Library Board reserves the right to determine the books it will retain in the Library, to oversee their maintenance and conservation, and to approve for sale or trade selected books according to items 1-3 of this section, with any revenue generated becoming a part of the Library Fund. 

5) The American Rose Society, following the advice of ARS Rose Horticultural & Research Library Board Members and attorneys, has determined that it should not attempt to place a value on the donation of books or book collections. To do so would place responsibility and potential liability on the Society to support the valuation if required by the Internal Revenue Service. The Society will identify and acknowledge the donation with appreciation; state that the organization is a 501(c)(3) entity, and state that the donor received nothing of value in return for the donation. The donor/taxpayer may establish the value of any charitable gift claimed as a deduction.

6) The Library Board will maintain a catalog of the collection; will inventory the collection on an annual basis; will provide records of acquisitions, and books that are removed from the collection; and will provide statements of the general condition of the volumes and the total collection. 

7) The Schorr Library will be closely monitored for temperature, relative humidity, light and pollutants. Accepted preservation practices will be employed, especially with regard to first and early editions of important books; old books and documents; signed volumes; volumes inscribed by noted persons; irreplaceable volumes, etc. 

8) The Library Board will make the collection known to horticulturalists, botanical and horticultural scholars; and members might periodically write articles recognizing the overall collection, or a portion thereof. 

Section G. Library Access

The Schorr Rose Research Library shall remain locked at all times, and use of the Library shall be by appointment only. Requests to visit the Library may be sent to the Library Board Staff Representative Beth Smiley at Beth@ars-hq.org, or the ARS Administrative Assistant Carol Spiers at Carol@ars-hq.org.

The Walter Horticultural Library shall be open at all times during the hours and days of operation of the ARS Administrative offices.

Section H. Library Rules for Readers and Researchers (Schorr Library only)

1)  The Schorr Rose Research Library shall remain locked at all times, and use of the Library shall be by appointment only. Requests to visit the Library may be sent to the Library Board Staff Representative Beth Smiley at Beth@ars-hq.org, or the ARS Administrative Assistant Carol Spiers at Carol@ars-hq.org.

2) Schorr Library visitors must register, providing name, address, phone number and reason for visit. This information will provide a report of library usage, where readers and researchers come from, and how our collection is serving those readers and researchers.

3) A form will be provided to list books used by each visitor. This information will help us determine which books are most often used. 

4) Absolutely no food, drink, or chewing gum allowed.

5) Only two (2) books may be removed from shelves by a researcher at one time.

6) Only pencils are allowed in the library. Pencils will be available. No INK or BALL POINT PENS.

7) White cotton gloves must be worn when using rare or valuable books from safe/closet. Gloves are provided by the Library.

8) Books may not be removed from the Library for any purpose.

Section I. Lending Policy 

The Lending Library was a mainstay in the early years of the American Rose Society. The ARS magazine regularly listed new books that were available for people to "borrow." With the advent of the Internet and general availability of rose books to the public, the need for the Lending Library has slowed down to one or two requests a year. 

In these days of internet research capabilities, as well as easy internet communication and the ability to transmit copies of documents and book pages via fax, plus the high cost of mailing or shipping, it is not practical, nor feasible on a financial basis, to continue to maintain the lending program. 

Therefore the Library Board has determined that the library will not lend books from its collection. Requests for copies of pages from books and documents in the Schorr Rose Research Library and the Walter Horticultural Library will be considered, and honored where practical. Fees may be assigned for requests requiring a substantial amount of time.

Section J. Credits to the Library

From time to time, readers and researchers may wish to credit the Library in their writings and presentations. Credit should be given as follows:

From the original document, 

courtesy of American Rose Society's 

Schorr Rose Research Library, Shreveport, LA 
(Established and approved by ARS Board of Directors at San Diego, May, 2004)

(Amended policies approved by ARS Board of Directors at St. Louis, September 2007)
